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For Small Business Owners, Sustainability and Savings Start at Home

Structures NW debuts Back Yard Building package

March 26-28 at the Energy Trust Better Living Show
Statistics show that the creation rate of small businesses increases during recessions, as businesspeople who find themselves unemployed take the opportunity to launch their own companies.

Many new businesses start out in home offices. There are advantages to this, such as a non-existent commute, but a major downside is lost productivity caused by the distractions of home: pets racing through during important phone conferences, small children who can’t resist visiting Mom or Dad in their office.

For the 75 percent of small businesses with no paid employees (non-employer firms), there’s a simple solution: the back yard office building, a stand-alone structure that can be equipped with electricity and a heating/cooling system.

Vancouver, Washington-based green building company Structures NW now offers a package that enables business owners to construct an energy-efficient office building in their own backyard. (Click here to see a drawing.)

After a businessperson has placed his or her order for the package, Structures NW delivers the components for a complete building envelope: structural insulated panels (SIPs) for the walls, plus all the lumber necessary for the roof and floor. Doors, windows, roofing and siding as an optional part of the package. 

The package costs $9,495 for a 12x16-foot structure.  Estimating the cost of rental office space in the Portland metro area at approximately $1/square foot, a business owner’s investment can pay for itself in a little more than five years. By owning space, business owners also avoid the risk of a landlord raising rates at the end of the lease term.

“Energy-efficient solid wall SIPs are the perfect material for an easy-to-construct back yard building that allows business owners to leave the distractions of home behind, without the financial and environmental cost of a commute,” says Patrick Sughrue, owner of Structures NW.

Business owners interested in the concept of the back yard office building can view a model built by Structures NW at the Energy Trust Better Living Show. Sited in the “Gardens Gone Wild” display area of the show, the model back yard office building is surrounded by landscaping by Winterbloom.

Show details: 

March 26-28 at the Portland Expo Center
Noon - 9 pm Friday, March 26

11 am - 9 pm Saturday, March 27

11 am - 5 pm Sunday, March 28

Admission is free; there is a charge for parking.

About Structures NW

Structures NW helps construction professionals and owner-builders throughout the Northwest create building envelopes that exceed energy code requirements and meet the criteria for energy efficiency building programs including Energy Star, Earth Advantage, LEED for Homes and others. 

For light commercial projects, Structures NW works with architects, engineers and contractors to provide SIP (structural insulated panels) systems that maximize energy efficiency and reduce construction and operating costs. For residential projects, whether it’s a dream home or a back yard building, Structures NW works with owner-builders and contractors to install a complete, weather-tight shell package. 

Learn more at www.structuresnw.com.

About Energy Trust Better Living Show

For the third year, this sustainable lifestyle festival will empower attendees to become more thoughtful consumers and lessen their impact on the environment. The three-day festival provides ideas and information about high-performance, earth-friendly products and services. The festival’s activities, lectures and exhibits are expected to draw more than 20,000 attendees and 300 exhibiting companies. Details at www.betterlivingshow.org.

